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Cocktail Reception

Sponsored by
Unmasking Autism Gala Committee

 & Brian and Elena Artze

Music by Chris Garner

Wine Host and Sponsor

Dr. Kunal V. Amin

Silent Auction Opens

Welcome

Carl T. Seibert, PDD, COO/ State Secretary 
Florida State Elks Association

Invocation

Russ Smith, PDD 2022-23 State Chaplain

Erica Riggins

City of St. Petersburg Public Information Officer

Colleen Gallant, PDD, FECTS Director

Dr. Fadi Sada

Dinner is served

Guest Speakers

Dr. Erin Brooker Lozott

Humanitarian Awards Winners 
announced by Dan Masi

Ernie Els former number 1 rated PGA Golfer
Ernie Els for Autism

Mike Alstott former NFL player
Mike Alstott Family Foundation

Live Auction – Blake Kennedy

Dancing to the Sounds of Fencewalk

Pick up Auction items

Checkout

Program

Sincerely,

Dan Masi
Development Director
Florida State Elks Association

W elcome to the third annual Unmask-
ing Autism Gala — The Power of Love. 

When we started the Unmasking Autism Gala, we had 
no idea how successful it would be and how much in-
terest it would create to raise acceptance and treat-
ment for those with autism spectrum disorder. This 
is truly an honor. Thank you! With us all working to-
gether, we can help to make a difference in the lives 
of children with autism spectrum disorder and to help 
them overcome some of the challenges they and their 
families face daily.

Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services has 30 occu-
pational and physical therapists throughout the state 
who offer in-home therapy to Florida children in need. 
These services are provided in the patient’s home with-
out regard to the family’s ability to pay for such ser-
vices. Our therapists are currently treating more than 
600 children per week and more than 50% of their 
patients are within the spectrum. Early detection with 
early intervention is the key to helping these children 
reach their full potential, which is different for each 
child.

We want to thank each of you for joining us to raise 
awareness and acceptance of autism spectrum disor-
der within our communities. We all have family mem-
bers or friends whose lives have been touched by a 
child within the spectrum. Together, we are working to 
help them face and overcome the challenges caused by 
autism. We can improve the lives of these children by 
providing them with much-needed therapy.

As you leave this evening, know that your support and 
donations will make a difference in a child’s life! I hope 
everyone has a wonderful time, and we will see you 
next year for the Unmasking Autism Gala hosted by 
Florida Elks Charities.
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Tarpon Springs #1719 

Tampa #708

St. Petersburg #1224

Seminole  
#2519

New Port Richey #2284

Largo #2159

Holiday Isles  
#1912

Dunedin 
Clearwater #1525

WEST CENTRAL DISTRICT #2080 
  PER ASSOCIATION

Tarpon Springs #1719 

Tampa #708

St. Petersburg #1224

Seminole  
#2519

New Port Richey #2284

Largo #2159

Holiday Isles  
#1912

Dunedin/ 
Clearwater #1525

DUNEDIN/CLEARWATER #1525 
1240 San Christopher Drive 
Dunedin, FL 34698-5307 
(727) 733-3318 (Lodge) 
(727) 733-1005 (Office) 
secretarylodge1525@gmail.com  

 
HOLIDAY ISLES #1912 
14111 E. Parsley Drive 
Madeira Beach, FL 33708-2346 
(727) 392-4176 (Lodge) 
(727) 393-1545 (Office) 
hisles1@tampabay.rr.com 
www.holidayisleselks1912.org 
 

LARGO #2159 
810 16th Ave. SE 
Largo, FL 33771-4441 
(727) 584-0801 (Lodge) 
(727) 587-6558 (Office) 
eclub4@tampabay.rr.com 
 
NEW PORT RICHEY #2284 
7201 Congress St. 
New Port Richey, FL 34653-1835 
(727) 849-5192 (Office) 
(727) 846-8012 (Lodge) 
nprelkslodge2284@msn.com 
 
 

SEMINOLE #2519 
10717 Seminole Blvd. 
Seminole, FL 33778-3335 
(727) 397-4541 (Lodge) 
(727) 397-7253 (Office) 
seminoleelks2519@gmail.com 
www.seminoleelks.com 
 
ST. PETERSBURG #1224 
2675 66th St. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710-3158 
(727) 344-6553 (Lodge) 
(727) 344-6551 (Office) 
lodge1224@aol.com 
www.bpoe1224.com 

TAMPA #708 
3616 W. Gandy Blvd. 
Tampa, FL 33611-2608 
(813) 839-8928 (Lodge) 
(813) 831-4280 (Office) 
lodge708secretary@outlook.com 
www.tampaelks.com 
 
TARPON SPRINGS #1719 
237 S. Pinellas Ave. 
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689-3633 
(727) 934-7514 (Lodge)  
(727) 934-7514 (Office) 
jonezz4@aol.com 
www.elks1719.com

The West Central District Florida Elks lodges 
proudly support the Unmasking Autism Gala.
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Best wishes from the selfless and supportive Lodges 
of the South-Southeast District, FL - 2000

	 Delray Beach No. 1770 	 Les Nelson, E.R.

	 Pompano Beach No. 1889 	 Paul Maggard, E.R.

	 Boca Raton No. 2166 	 Shirley Board, E.R.

	 Hollywood West No. 2365 	 Gina Albright, E.R.

	 Oakland Park No. 2407 	 Anthony Consolazio, E.R.
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The warmest, friendliest and
most active lodge in the state

ST. PETERSBURG
Elks Lodge #1224
PER Association

The St. Petersburg PER Association 
wants to congratulate the Florida Elks for 

bringing awareness to autism at
the 2023 Unmasking Autism Gala.

Furniture • Fine Art
Jewelry • Collectibles

450 34th St. N. (US 19)
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

727-321-3331
Antiques450@yahoo.com

Always Buying
Like us on Facebook

Visit us: AntiqueGalleriesofStPetersburg.com

In Memoriam
Raymond “Ray” Ott was a member of 
St. Petersburg Elks Lodge #1224 until 
his passing, April 30, 2021. He loved 
being an Elk and what the Elks repre-
sented. The Unmasking Autism Gala, 
which benefits the Florida Elks Chil-
dren’s Therapy Services (FECTS), was 
a favorite of his. FECTS provides in-
home physical and occupational ther-
apy to Florida children in need of such 

services, at no cost to the families. The gala is something Ott want-
ed to support each year. Until his passing, he was a Gold Sponsor, 
and he left a memorial trust to continue his donation each year 
for the gala.

Ott joined the Air Force as a young man, where he served and 
specialized as an avionics ground support superintendent until his 
honorable discharge in 1973. After his miliary service, he transi-
tioned into his work as a test conductor and later as a field techni-
cian for Honeywell in several divisions until his retirement in 1993.

He was also a member of the American Legion Post #273.

As a longtime fellow Elk and friend, Ray Ott will always be remem-
bered as a faithful supporter of the Unmasking Autism Gala.
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TWO DATRAN CENTER,  9130 SOUTH DADELAND BLVD,  SUITE 1628,  MIAMI, FL  33156  (305) 670-9250

Florida Atlantic Securities Corporation is a private, employee-owned wealth 
management  rm located in Miami, Florida.  We are independent and have 

no affiliation with any bank, insurance or investment company. 

We offer individually constructed portfolios utilizing a risk-appropriate We offer individually constructed portfolios utilizing a risk-appropriate 
balance of equities,  xed income (taxable and tax-exempt), certiicates of 
deposit (CD's), exchange traded funds (ETF's), mutual funds, cash, insurance 
products, third party investment managers and other vehicles deemed 

suitable for our client's objectives and time horizons.

Our representative clients are high net worth individuals and their families, Our representative clients are high net worth individuals and their families, 
non-proot and for-proot corporations.  Our  rm incorporates a long-term 

investment approach focused on value.

Florida Atlantic Securities Corporation is a private, employee-owned wealth 
management  rm located in Miami, Florida.  We are independent and have 

no affiliation with any bank, insurance or investment company. 

We offer individually constructed portfolios utilizing a risk-appropriate We offer individually constructed portfolios utilizing a risk-appropriate 
balance of equities,  xed income (taxable and tax-exempt), certiicates of 
deposit (CD's), exchange traded funds (ETF's), mutual funds, cash, insurance 
products, third party investment managers and other vehicles deemed 

suitable for our client's objectives and time horizons.

Our representative clients are high net worth individuals and their families, Our representative clients are high net worth individuals and their families, 
non-proot and for-proot corporations.  Our  rm incorporates a long-term 

investment approach focused on value.

presented by

Proud Sponsor of the
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www.apg.company  |  Contractors EC0000486  |  Engineers CA5947

Tampa Bay Headquarters
4825 140th Avenue North  
Clearwater, Florida 33762  
727.530.0077

Lakeland Branch
1804 Lakeland Hills Boulevard  
Lakeland, Florida 33805       
863.688.0600 | 407.999.8300

Sarasota Branch
401 North Cattlemen Road, Suite 108 
Sarasota, Florida 34232     
 941.377.0077

Our Mission
APG is committed to making a positive difference in the lives and businesses 

of our customers, partners, employees and community. We do this by building 

relationships based on quality, integrity and trust. APG provides a team 

environment that fosters a passion for excellence and the desire to go above 

and beyond in serving not only our customers, but each other.

ELECTRIC    |    ENGINEERING   |    TECHNOLOGY   |    LIFE SAFETY   |    SECURITY
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DR. ERIN BROOKER LOZOTT

2022 Speaker

Dr. Erin Brooker Lozott, BCBA-D, CCC-SLP is the Els for Autism Foundation Program  
Director. She has been working with individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 
and related disabilities across ages and settings for over 25 years. Erin is a doctoral-level 
board-certified behavior analyst and a licensed and certified Speech-Language  
Pathologist. Before joining the Els for Autism Foundation staff, Erin worked for Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta-Marcus Autism Center as the Community Interventionist Manager,  
participating in research and educational outreach community-based projects. Erin 
has co-authored several publications on autism spectrum disorder topics, and she has  
presented and consulted extensively on a national and international level. She is an  
appointed member of both a scientific advisory committee and a clinical excellence  
committee for international autism organizations. Erin has her doctorate in special  
education, focusing on applied behavior analysis, from Nova Southeastern University, in 
Davie, Florida.

As the Program Director, Erin oversees the development and delivery of all programs and services from birth through 
adulthood. All Els for Autism therapeutic services are rooted in evidence-based practices and are available to  
individuals with and without ASD across ages. In addition to overseeing all therapeutic services, Erin is responsible for 
 ensuring the mission of the Foundation in the interaction with the global autism community is maintained through 
global partnerships, professional observerships, research opportunities, consulting, and training opportunities. 
Also, Erin oversees the Global Outreach Autism Learning Services (GOALS) program. Els for Autism Foundation  
organization is committed to global outreach by providing high-quality services to the local community and the state, 
national, and international communities. GOALS provides families worldwide the opportunity to access a highly  
qualified transdisciplinary team of professionals that work together to develop unique & individualized programs, 
using evidence-based practices for their child with autism.

To ensure we continue to grow in understanding the nature of ASD and to ensure we continue to facilitate the  
development and delivery of treatment therapies, educational programs, and training programs, Erin supports the 
Teaching Educational Autism Methods (TEAM) program. The TEAM program provides learning opportunities for  
university students and professionals seeking advanced clinical and skill development opportunities such as  
internships, externships, practicum experiences, and professional supervision. The TEAM program also encompasses 
the E-TEAM online learning library of webinars and training series.

DR. ERIN BROOKER LOZOTT



Born 17 October 
1969) Els is a South 
African profession-
al golfer. A former 
World No. 1, he is 
known as “The Big 
Easy” due to his im-
posing physical stat-
ure (he stands 6 ft 3 in 
(1.91 m)) along with 
his fluid golf swing. 
Among his more than 
70 career victories are four major championships: the U.S. Open 
in 1994 at Oakmont and in 1997 at Congressional, and The Open 
Championship in 2002 at Muirfield and in 2012 at Royal Lytham & 
St Annes. He is one of six golfers to twice win both the U.S. Open 
and The Open Championship.

Other highlights in Els’s career include topping the 2003 and 2004 
European Tour Order of Merit (money list), and winning the World 
Match Play Championship a record seven times. He was the lead-
ing career money winner on the European Tour until overtaken by 
Lee Westwood in 2011, and was the first member of the tour to 
earn over €25,000,000 from European Tour events. He has held 
the number one spot in the Official World Golf Ranking and until 
2013 held the record for weeks ranked in the top ten with 788.
Els rose to fifteenth in the world rankings after winning the 2012 
Open Championship. He was elected to the World Golf Hall of 
Fame in 2010, on his first time on the ballot, and was inducted in 
May 2011.

Els now primarily plays on the PGA Tour Champions. When 
not playing, he has a golf course design business, a charitable  
foundation that supports golf among underprivileged youth in 
South Africa, and a winemaking business.

Els for Autism Foundation was established in 2009 by Liezl Els, 
Ernie Els, and Marvin R. Shanken. The Els’ son, Ben, is impacted 
by autism spectrum disorder, which affects 1 in 44 children in the 
U.S. The Foundation offers innovative, evidence-based programs 
for families and individuals across the life-span in six focus areas: 
Education, Research, Global Support, Recreation Services, Adult 
Services and Therapy Services.  Els for Autism Foundation serves 
families around the world, and offers in-person programs and ser-
vices at The Els Center of Excellence® campus in Jupiter, Florida.

Els married his wife Liezl in 1998 in Cape Town, and they have two 
children, Samantha and Ben. In 2008, after Els started to display 
an “Autism Speaks” logo on his golf bag it was announced that 
their then five-year-old son was autistic. Their main residence is at 
the Wentworth Estate near Wentworth Golf Club in the south of 
England. However, they also split time between South Africa and 
their family home in Jupiter, Florida, in order to get better treat-
ment for Ben’s autism.

The global mission of Els for Autism is to transform the lives of 
people with autism and those who care for them through lifetime 
services and collaborative partnerships.

Where possibilities are endless.
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MIKE ALSTOTT / THEODORE ERNEST ELS

2023 Humanitarians of the Year

On the field, Mike Alstott was known as 
a powerful runner who made a career of 
gaining tough yards between the tackles. 
He possessed a rare blend of power and 
agility which provided him with a physical 
toughness only eclipsed by tremendous 
work ethic. His bruising style and penchant 
for finding the end zone helped him place 
him among the Buccaneers’ all-time lead-
ers in total touchdowns (71), the leader in 
rushing touchdowns (58) and compiling 

seven career 100-yard rushing games. He ranks second all-time on 
the club’s rushing list with 5,088 yards, while his 305 career recep-
tions place him third in team history. Alstott also stands third on the 
Buccaneers’ career scoring list with 432 points, becoming the first 
non-kicker in team history to surpass the 400-point plateau. Tampa 
Bay owns a 44-14 record in the regular season when he scored a 
touchdown. Alstott was named to six Pro Bowls, which marks the 
most appearances for an offensive player in club history. Alstott is 
a member of both the State of Indiana and Purdue University Halls 
of Fame and holds numerous records at Purdue and Joliet Catholic 
(Illinois) High School. In the Fall of 2015, Alstott was inducted as the 
6th member of the Buccaneer Ring of Honor.

Off the field, Alstott takes his job as a community servant just as 
seriously as he knows his responsibility did not end on the field. For 
the 12 years he spent with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Alstott con-
tinually gave significantly of himself, and the Tampa Bay community 
is more than grateful to know a man with such a benevolent mind-
set and a compassionate heart. Meeting his civic duty beyond most, 
Alstott does not need a reason to participate, as putting smiles on 
other people’s faces is all the satisfaction he needs.

In the 2007 off-season, Alstott formed the Mike Alstott Family 
Foundation. The foundation’s mission is to uplift the minds, hearts 
and spirits of families and children on their way to realizing their 
full potential through various events, assistance programs and cel-
ebrations. The foundation works with multiple agencies and orga-
nizations in addition to helping individuals overcome life-altering 
obstacles.

Since forming the foundation, the Alstott Family has been involved 
in numerous community events including: Hosting multiple annu-
al events at Johns Hopkins All-Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg; 
Hosting a Sports Buddies Day for those involved in the Big Brothers 
/ Big Sisters organization; Participating in many events to benefit the 
Angelus House, Holding back-to-school shopping events for children 
of the Sallie House, Children’s Village, and A Kids’ Place; Preparing 
and serving Thanksgiving dinner to those staying at the Ronald Mc-
Donald House; Delivering Thanksgiving meals to local firefighters; 
Hosting a summer bowling party for athletes from Special Olympics 
and Camp Redbird; Hosting a Veteran’s Day Flag Football Game with 
members of the Wounded Warriors Ability Ranch community; and 
hosting a holiday fishing party for children in the foster care system.

To learn more about the Mike Alstott Family Foundation and to stay 
up to date with what Mike’s doing in the community, visit: 

www.mikealstottfamilyfoundation.org
or www.facebook.com/MikeAlstottFamilyFoundation

MIKE ALSTOTT THEODORE ERNEST ELS
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Port St. Lucie Elks Lodge #2658
is proud to Support the 2023 Unmasking Autism Power of Love Gala
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10105 Bay Pines Boulevard, St. Petersburg, FL 33708 

Proudly Supports the Unmasking Autism Gala  

THANK YOU!
Marlene Evans for sponsoring 

the custom phone holders!
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Very Best Wishes From
The Past Exalted Rulers Association

Of The Selfless And Supportive 
Southeast District, FL - 2000

	 Jim Blanchard, PDD, President

 	 Micheal Sinneck, DDGER, Past President

	  Donna Powers, PDD, Secretary

 	 Robin Haywood, PDD, Treasurer

          	 Eddie Scanlan, Sgt. at Arms

	 Pat Maher, PDD, Chaplain

HOLIDAY ISLES
Elks Lodge #1912
is proud to support the
Florida Elks Charities

2023 Unmasking Autism Gala.
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Same or Next Day Visits
Personalized Attention

Become A Member Today!
– Dr. Kunal Amin

What is Concierge Medicine?
Concierge medicine, also known as boutique or retainer medi-
cine, is a form of  medical practice where patients pay an annual 
fee or retainer to their doctor in exchange for personalized, 
proactive, and comprehensive medical care.

Concierge doctors typically limit the number of  patients they see, 
which allows them to spend more time with each patient, offer 
same-day or next-day appointments, and provide more personal-
ized care.

Meet Dr. Kunal Amin
We are proud to welcome you to AMIN VIP, where Dr. Amin is 
committed to providing the highest level of  personalized care to 
each and every patient. Board certified with the American Board 
of  Family Medicine and a board member of  the Saint Anthony’s 
Hospital Foundation, Dr. Amin has established himself  as one of  
the top primary care physicians in the Tampa Bay Area.

Dr. Amin has achieved outstanding results as a primary care phy-
sician, ranking as the top producer for his organization in South 
Pinellas County, and placing among the top five primary care 
physicians in terms of  production out of  a pool of  nearly 175 
doctors in the Tampa Bay Area.

In addition to attending Wabash College where he was a member 
of  the Phi Gamma Delta fraternity, Dr. Amin completed his basic 
science training at the Medical University of  the Americas on the 
island of  Nevis, and his clinical training at various hospitals in 
Chicago. He started practicing just nine days after completing a 

three-year Family Medicine residency program at the Fort Wayne 
Medical Education Program in 2012, determined to build a suc-
cessful practice.  As your advocate, Dr. Amin will strive to provide 
you with the best care for you and your family, drawing on his 
close relationships with a large network of  physicians and other 
ancillary services should you need a referral.

Born in Anderson, Indiana, Dr. Amin comes from a family of  
physicians, including his grandfather, a general practitioner in 
India and Kenya, and his father, an oncologist who immigrated 
to America. Dr. Amin takes great pride in the fact that there has 
been a “Dr. Amin” in healthcare for over 75 years. In his spare 
time, Dr. Amin enjoys golfing, tennis, attending sporting events, 
and traveling the world. Recent travels include Morocco, Scot-
land, Ireland, India, Japan, and Egypt.
Whether you’re in need of  medical care or travel recommen-
dations, Dr. Amin is the one to turn to. At AMIN VIP, you can 
expect personalized care from a doctor who is committed to your 
health and well-being.

727-353-8600
inquiries@aminvipmd.com

1621 22nd Avenue North
Saint Petersburg, FL 33713

OUR CONCIERGE PROGRAM
Our passion for quality healthcare is the driving force behind Amin VIP Concierge Medicine.  Our healthcare model allows Dr. Amin 
to provide enhanced, personalized medical care and services.

Concierge medicine in the St. Petersburg market is fairly new.  Our patients had a growing need to spend more time with Dr. Amin 
during their appointments, requested more healthy screening visits, and wanted same-day or next-day appointments with 24/7 access 
via phone or a Smartphone App.  This level of  care and service is available to our AminVIP members. 
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On the  eld, Mike Alstott was known as a powerful runner who made a career of gaining tough yards 
between the tackles.  He possessed a rare blend of power and agility which provided him with a physical 
toughness only eclipsed by tremendous work ethic. His bruising style and penchant for  nding the end 
zone helped him become the Buccaneers’ second all-time in total touchdowns (71) and all-time leader in 
rushing touchdowns (58) while compiling seven career 100-yard rushing games.  He ranks second all-time 
on the club’s rushing list with 5,088 yards, while his 305 career receptions place him third in team history.  
Alstott also stands third on the Buccaneers’ career scoring list with 432 points, becoming the  rst non-kicker 
in team history to surpass the 400-point plateau.  Tampa Bay owns a 44-14 record in the regular season 
when he scored a touchdown.  Alstott was named to six Pro Bowls, which marks the most appearances for 
an offensive player in club history. Alstott is a member of both the State of Indiana and Purdue University 
Halls of Fame and holds numerous records at Purdue and Joliet Catholic (Illinois) High School.  In the Fall of 

2015, Alstott was inducted as the 6th member of the Buccaneer Ring of Honor.

Off the  eld, Alstott takes his job as a community servant just as seriously as he knows his responsibility did 
not end on the  eld. For the 12 years he spent with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Alstott continually gave 
Off the  eld, Alstott takes his job as a community servant just as seriously as he knows his responsibility did 
not end on the  eld. For the 12 years he spent with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Alstott continually gave 
signiicantly of himself, and the Tampa Bay community is more than grateful to know a man with such a 
benevolent mindset and a compassionate heart. Meeting his civic duty beyond most, Alstott does not 

need a reason to participate, as putting smiles on other people’s faces is all the satisfaction he needs.

In the 2007 off-season, Alstott formed the Mike Alstott Family Foundation.  The foundation’s mission is to In the 2007 off-season, Alstott formed the Mike Alstott Family Foundation.  The foundation’s mission is to 
uplift the minds, hearts and spirits of families and children on their way to realizing their full potential 
through various events, assistance programs and celebrations.  The foundation works with multiple 

agencies and organizations in addition to helping individuals overcome life-altering obstacles.

Since forming the foundation, the Alstott Family has been involved in numerous community events Since forming the foundation, the Alstott Family has been involved in numerous community events 
including: Hosting multiple annual events at All-Children’s Hospital in St. Petersburg; Hosting a Sports 
Buddies Day for those involved in the Big Brothers / Big Sisters organization; Participating in many events to 
beneet the Angelus House; Holding back-to-school shopping events for children of the Sallie House, 
Children’s Village, and A Kids’ Place; Preparing and serving Thanksgiving dinner to  those staying at the 
Ronald McDonald House;  Delivering Thanksgiving meals to  reeghters across Pinellas and Hillsborough 
counties; Hosting a summer bowling party for athletes from Special Olympics and Camp Redbird; Hosting 
a Veteran’s Day Flag Football Game with members of the Wounded Warriors Ability Ranch community;  and 

hosting a holiday  shing party for children in the foster care system.

To learn more about the Mike Alstott Family Foundation and to stay up to date with what Mike’s doing in 
the community, visit www.mikealstottfamilyfoundation.org or 

www.facebook.com/MikeAlstottFamilyFoundation.

Proud Sponsor of the
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he Florida State Elks Association has a long 
history of providing rehabilitation services 
to Florida children in need. It has been our  
heritage since 1933 and has been the one  

constant that has bound our association together for 
nearly 90 years. In April 1933, the Harry-Anna Home 
for Crippled Children was dedicated. In the late 1960s, 
the Harry-Anna Hospital took on the status of a special  
pediatric orthopedic hospital and became known as the 
Florida Elks Harry-Anna Crippled Children’s Hospital. 
The 1970s brought many changes to the hospital, and 
many state and federal assistance programs came into  
existence. In 1977, a new hospital was built. The new  
facility was a modern, sprawling, one-story Spanish villa of 
60,000 square feet. The cost of this beautiful facility was 
$2,146,000 and it was raised entirely by the generous Elks 
of Florida, and there was not one penny of debt on the first 
day of patient care.

As care for orthopedic patients evolved, the hospital  
patient count fell as well. During the midyear convention 
 of 1998, the Florida State Elks Association Board of  
Directors voted to make a major change in the way it  
delivered health care services to Florida children. After 
65 years of providing health care services to thousands of 
children in a hospital setting, the board of directors, after a 
great deal of deliberation, made the decision to close the 
hospital early in 1999.

On March 1, 1999, a new program — Florida Elks Children’s 
Therapy Services — began. The program was modeled  
after the California-Hawaii Elks Association’s mobile  
therapy program and offered in-home physical and  
occupational therapy for children in need. Therapists 
throughout the state were hired. We started with 14  
therapists and vans, and we are now up to 30 therapists 
and vans on the road. Additionally, we have 23 contract 
therapists working with us. We are currently treating  

nearly 600 children per week. Compare that to the 30  
children we were treating when the hospital closed in 1999.

As our program evolved, it became apparent that the 
needs of the children were not only physical in nature 
but neurological as well, so our therapists take a  
neurodevelopmental approach when treating a child on 
the spectrum.

In a clinical setting, a child is treated based on diagnosis 
and what Medicaid will pay. At Florida Elk Children’s  
Therapy Services, our therapists provide the treatment 
that will give the child the tools needed to reach their 
greatest potential. We answer to our members and board 
of directors rather than to a government agency, and we 
treat patients based on need, not numbers.

The services received by patients who meet eligibility  
requirements are provided at no cost to the families. The 
program does not receive financial assistance from any 
government agency. Instead, it receives funding from the 
Harry-Anna Investment Fund Inc., Elks lodges, Florida Elks 
Ladies organizations, the Elks National Foundation, and, 
more importantly, from generous public donations.

Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services is so important 
as we continue to help the children in Florida who would 
ordinarily not have access to high-quality therapy in their 
homes. We are grateful to have 23 occupational therapists 
and seven physical therapists working for us.

On behalf of all of us at Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Ser-
vices, thank you for your incredible support.

FLORIDA ELK CHILDREN’S THERAPY SERVICES

T
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Featured Artist (Back by Popular Demand)

This year, we are very honored to have Al Black, one of the 26 We are honored to have Mr. Al 
Black, one of the 26 original Florida Highwaymen artists, return this year by popular demand as a 
featured guest to the Unmasking Autism Gala! He will be doing another original painting during 
the gala, which he will donate to be auctioned at the end of the evening, with all proceeds going 
to the Unmasking Autism Gala. Last year’s winning bid was $9,700 from Nick Pusta. I’m sure he 

will be there to lay the challenge out again this year! If you are not lucky enough to be the winning bidder, Mr. Black will 
have other paintings for sale at the end of the gala. He will then donate 10% of the sales to Unmasking Autism. He is a great 
supporter of the gala, and we are happy to have him back! His paintings range in price from $600 to more than $10,000.

The following biography of Al Black comes from floridahighwaymenartist.com/al-black and was written by Matt Samuel, 
spokesperson for the Florida Highwaymen. Al “Blood” Black is one of the most elusive Highwaymen artists: almost no 
biographical data is publicly available about him, including his date and place of birth. In his early years of painting, he sel-
dom gave interviews, although he was well known for his productive sales techniques, and he is known to speak prolifically 
when promoting his work. It is possible that he painted additions to some of Alfred Hair’s work and sold paintings for some 
of the other Highwaymen artists while he learned to paint through observation. Black has claimed several times that he 
taught himself to paint by fixing work in his possession that became smudged during transport for sale. Al Black paintings 
are characterized by the inclusion of sea birds in his Florida coastal landscapes. Al commonly includes three white birds 
flying through crisp blue skies in his work. He says the birds are representative of the Holy Trinity. Black sometimes adds a 
fourth bird that lags to special paintings, which he claims signifies himself. Each of the Al Black paintings have a serene and 
peaceful feeling and showcase the natural beauty of undeveloped Florida without the angst or jarring colors that some 
Highwaymen art contains. Al Black began his career as an artist with the standard Highwaymen tools, producing his early 
work on Upson board with oil paints and crown molding frames. Al is the most experimental of the Highwaymen in terms 
of media and has at times utilized acrylic paints, produced wall murals in oil and painted on canvas.

AL BLACK
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NEW PORT RICHEY
Elks Lodge #2284
PROUD supporters of
Florida Elks Charities

2023 Unmasking Autism Gala.
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Our Sponsors
GOLD SPONSORS
Florida Atlantic Securities 
Al & Barbra Pareira 
Trevor & Beth Beaney 
PHC of Pinellas 
Dr. Fadi & Abby Saba 

TABLE HOSTS 
APG Electric 
Apopka Elks Lodge # 2422 
Callahan Wealth 
Cirelli, Theresa 
Conrad, Tricia 
Deep Creek Elks Lodge #2763 
Don Crawford - Ducks Unlimited 
Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services 
Holiday Isles Elks Lodge  #1912 
Gainesville Elks Lodge # 990  
Live Oak Elks Lodge # 1165 
Inverness Elks Lodge #2522 
Lake City Elks Lodge #893 

Largo Elks Lodge # 2159 
Masi Insurance 
Paul DeWitt 
Royal & Alice Travis 
St. Anthony’s Hospital Foundation 
St. Petersburg Elks Lodge #1224 
Susan Savic 
Winter Park Elks Lodge #1830 

PATRON SPONSORS
Dave & Mary Helen Allbritton
Kevin Burgess & Guest
Thomas & Wendy Carns
Steven & Christine Carruthers
Vincent Como, PSP & Lisa Como
Joseph Cooper, V-Pal & Allie Cooper
William & Cathi Dryburgh
Juan Marc Falardeau & Guest
Florida Elks Youth Camp – 5 Seats
Carl Gerace, PSP & Cathy Gerace
Mike Grafe  & Vicki Carter

Susan King & Guest
David Lake, PSP & Kathy Lake
Leroy & Lene Lippman
Thomas Ludwick, PSP & Joyce Ludwick
Frank Malatesta, PSP & Sally Malatesta
Dan & Casey Masi
Rudolph Masi, PSP & Dolly Masi
Mike and Pam Mastruserio
Johnny & Lucelly Miller
Adam Mrozak, & Laurie Torres
Bart & Ellen Peterson
Tim & Cindy Pohto
St. Petersburg Elks Lodge #1224 – 2 Therapists
Carl Seibert, COO, State Sec. & Theresa Seibert
Mike & Eileen Sinnick
Roger & Irma Spencer
Tampa Elks Lodge #708 -4 Seats
Maria Trapasso & Dianne Wilhelm
Stan & Gina Wilkins
Winter Garden Elks Lodge #2165 – 2 Therapists

Vincent P. & Liselda Como, PSP, PGLC
Florida State Elks Association Board Chairman

“No Elk stands so tall
as when they stoop
to help a child”
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LARGO Elks Lodge #2159 
Supports Florida Elks Charities Unmasking Autism Gala. 
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Dr. Megan Duhon, DDS
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Stuart-Jensen Elks Lodge #1870 
Proudly Supports 

Unmasking Autism…
“The Power of Love”

Our Lodge has been supporting the
children of Florida for nearly 70 years!

As we were chartered on 
July 9th, 1953.

Membership Matters!
“Teamwork Makes Elkdom Shine”

We are honored to sponsor this 
wonderful event to help bring 

awareness to Autism! 

Past State President,
Susan “Suzi” Simonelli

Past First Gentleman
Augustus “Joey” Simonelli, III, PER
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wanted to thank all the committee members, who unselfishly donated their time, talent, ideas, and 
expertise in helping to make the Florida Elks Charities Unmasking Autism Gala a success! Through your 
dedication we are helping children with autism spectrum disorder and their families to overcome the 

challenges that they deal with daily. The funds raised by this gala will be used to help enhance and expand the 
treatment of children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) through Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services.

A special thank you goes to Carol Bressler. Without her, this program would not have happened. Again, I want to 
thank you all for your contributions to this gala. It takes a great team to make great things happen! 
– Dan
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DONATIONS/AUCTION ITEMS 
Erika Barger 

Jim & Barbara Blanchard 
Green Cove Springs Elks Lodge #1892 

Steve & Vickie Heher 
Benjamin & Sandra Madey 
Rudy & Dolly Masi, PSP 

Winston & Karen Needham, PSP 
Jeff Silver 

Socially Funded 
SSE District 

St. Petersburg Elks Lodge #1224 
St. Petersburg Elks Lodge # 1224 LOEA 

Mike & Patty Pounders 
Jan & Linda Musgrave 
Bok Tower Gardens  

Brian Metzgar 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium  
Cypress Links Golf Course 

Don CeSar  
Ferg’s Sports Bar & Grill 
Gratzzi’s Italian Grill 

Great Explorations Children’s Museum  
Hampton Inn & Suites  

Hilton Bayfront 
Holiday Isles Elks Lodge #1912 

Hooters Restaurant 
Kahwa Coffee  

Mimi & Don Reich 
O’Maddys Gulf Port 

PRP Wine International  
Sirata - St. Pete Beach  

Sunken Gardens 
The Florida Orchestra  
The Ringling Museum 

Vigo  Importing 
Mike Alstott Foundation 

Future Optics 
Texas Roadhouse 

Bert’s Barracuda Harley-Davidson 

Marlene Evans 
Crystal Bay Resort 

Holiday Isle Elks Lodge #1912 
Total Wine & Spirits  

Ricard & Michelle Martino 
Dr. Sushil Puskur 
Indulgence Spa 

TampaBay BourbonBoyz 
Future Optics and Bajio Sunglasses 

Doug Breyette & Jan Gens 
Brian & Elena Artze  

Patty Szeezil
Dr. Fred Freed

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Bonnie Barnes
Marlene Evans
Toni Goodrich
Heidi Green

Brian Haverfield
Sonja Lopez
Rick Marks
Casey Masi
Deseray Masi
Joanne Matos
Robert Matos

Meegan Menges
Brian Metzgar

Michael Pounders
Patty Pounders
Larry Romig
Cristin Rumler
Jeff Rumler

Margie Schulz
Cristina Suarez
Laz Suarez

Thomas Sullivan
Shannan Wilburn
Gina & Stan Wilkins

Committee Members and Sponsors
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